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 SOCIAL STUDIES – Law Studies  
Content – Elaborations  

key areas of law such as criminal law, civil law, and family law:  
Sample topics: 

�x Criminal Code 

�x burden of proof (reasonable doubt versus balance of probability) 

�x the importance of checks and balances to prevent wrongful convictions 

foundations of Canadian law:  
Sample topics: 

�x discriminatory laws and reform processes 

�x importance of independence of the judiciary and lawyers 

�x case and common law 

�x role of deterrence and denunciation in the correctional system 

structures and powers of the federal and provincial courts and administrative tribunals:  
Sample topics: 

�x victims’ rights and the Canadian Victims Bill of Rights 

�x rights of the accused 

�x appeals process 

�x small claims 




